
The market for bispecific antibodies has seen a big growth 
in recent years. In your opinion, what are the key factors 
driving its growth? 

I think as an industry, we’re learning how to accurately engage 
multiple disease modulating targets, design molecules that 
have the proper biophysical and chemical properties to 
enable target engagement at the site of action, and most 
importantly, actually manufacture bi-specific antibody 
modalities and bring them to the patients who need them.

What is your role at Amgen? 

I am currently Director, Research Technologies and 
Collaborations at Amgen, being responsible technology 
and innovation prospecting while developing, growing, and 
encouraging collaborations across the spectrum of Research 
disciplines.

Briefly describe what work you have done in therapeutic 
antibodies and what your team is involved in.

I’ve been at Amgen for over 27 years, and during that 
time have been in many diverse roles within our Protein 
Science and Biologics organizations.  Most recently, I was 
responsible for Biologic Discovery at Amgen which includes 
our Therapeutic Antibody Discovery group.  The XenoMouse 
technology is responsible for Five marketed monoclonal 

antibody therapeutics.  My group was directly responsible 
for two of those, Repatha and Aimovig.  Apart from this, I 
have worked on dozens of projects that have supported our 
pre-clinical, clinical, and commercial pipelines over the years.

What are some of your recent exciting findings?

In my current role of Director of Research Technologies, I 
have seen many emerging innovations that will either lead 
directly to new therapeutic modalities or will support their 
development.  The future of drug discovery is innovation, 
supported by fundamental, basic research at the academic 
stage.  

What do you think the future hold for therapeutic 
antibodies? 

The future is bright!  Antibodies have proven to be versatile 
therapies, specific for their targets, exhibiting low toxicity 
profiles, while having tremendous effect size.  Antibodies, 
both monoclonal, and mutli-specific will continue to be 
brought forward as important new medications.  Apart from 
this, we have seen the emergence of antibody targeting 
moieties which bring effector molecules to their target.  
In addition, antibody-derived fragments continue to be 
important therapeutic modalities in the clinic and on the 
market (e.g. BiTEs ™).
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John has a new unique role in Amgen Research, being responsible technology and innovation 
prospecting while developing, growing, and encouraging collaborations across the spectrum of 
Research disciplines. John joined Amgen in 1992 serving in various roles across the Protein Science 
and Biologics funtion, and most recently led Amgen’s Biologic Discovery function responsible for 
identifying large molecule therapeutic candidates in collaboration with all Amgen Therapeutic 
Areas, including the discovery of fully human antibody therapeutics.  In 2010, John added the site 
leadership role for Amgen’s Burnaby, British Columbia research facility, managing the company’s 
significant protein science resources in Canada, and overseeing site administration. John holds 
a Bachelor of Science in Zoology from the University of Montana and earned his Ph.D. in the 
Department of Microbiology at the University of Arizona. He completed his postdoctoral training 
at the University of Utah’s Department of Cellular, Viral, and Molecular Biology working on the 
molecular biology of chaperones and bacterial thermotolerance.

JOHN DELANEY, Director, Research Technologies and Collaborations, Amgen

John will be speaking on Day 2 of the event, addressing 
‘Functional Characteristics To Consider In Discovery Of 

Therapeutic Antibodies’.

Prior to our 2nd Annual Bispecifics in Discovery & 
development Congress, we sat down with John Delaney 
from Amgen, one of our highly esteemed speakers to 
talk about bispecific antibodies and the interesting 
work he is doing. 


