
What are you working on at the moment? 

I work mainly with the local delivery of a cancer 
drug. The delivery system is used to inject directly 
into the tumour area, and have the long-term 
sustained release of the drug. We have actually 
worked with anti-androgen for prostate cancer, 
where you insert it in the prostate gland, or into 
tumours subcutaneousl. We are in the first human 
clinical trial; we hope to be able to in the second  
clinical trial go deeper in the body and into the 
soft tissue, but we’ll start with a tolerability study. 
After that you need to work with palpable tumors. 
So, if it hurts, we can take the implant out again, 
because it solidifies and it stays as an implant in 
the tumour area.

What are the biggest challenges with this?

The challenge is to work with a powder formulation 
that needs to be sterilized and also that includes 
cytotoxic drugs, which we have worked with, and 
when you work with devices, you often need to 
develop the formulation and the device separately, 
because you need to sterilize the formulation in 
one or the other way. It doesn’t always follow the 
same regulations or development steps, because 
in the beginning, you often grab something that 
is available. As you develop the drug formulation, 
you tend to feel you need an adjustment for your 
formulation to make it even better and maybe also 
differentiate it in the drug product field.
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What do you look to get from the Formulation 
and Drug Delivery Congress?

With this industry connection is crucial. I was 
very happy when I was invited. Furthermore, 
the way you treated me when I was invited was 
greatly appreciated; you took your time, which 
madeit easy to convince myself and gave me the 
opportunity to tell my CEO  that I would like to go 
to the event and speak. My motivation was that 
there seems to be a relevance in the attendance, 
and I’ve been approached in a very good way and 
it wasn’t stressful in the slightest. 

In general, I think what is good and what I would 
like to mention is the industry touch, because lots 
of conferences - that are quite good - are a little 
bit too academic and too far away from the drug 
product development. However, when you work in 
the industry as I do, it’s not really clicking because 
maybe two thirds are in a basic development stage. 
So you think this won’t even pass the first clinical 
trial, but it’s an interesting project or project idea. 
That could be nice, but this is very close to when 
you feel that its novelty - in the same way it could 
be relatively close to transforming to a viable 
product. When you only go to about two or three 
conferences like this a year, which I think people 
at my age and my position often do, then it’s very 
nice to feel that these days that I have away I will 
spend listening to things that are relevant to my 
field rather than seeing unachievable academic 
ideas.
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