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WELCOME TO THE 4TH ANNUAL
ADVANCES IN IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY CONGRESS
POST-EVENT REPORT!

A

warm welcome to our Advances in ImmunoOncology Congress 2019 post-event report.

event sponsors and speakers for their contributions and
support of Oxford Global meetings.

This year’s event was a huge success, with over 280
attendees to network with, a programme featuring
60+ presentations from leading figures within the industry
and a hand-picked selection of key vendors offering
relevant solutions. The 2019 event once again proved to be
a popular and valuable annual forum, showcasing cuttingedge technologies and breakthrough research across the
Immuno-Oncology field, from discovery to clinic.

We are always looking to ensure that the event continues
to work well for you, and always seek to improve delegate
on-site experience. This report will give you a preview of
some of our 2020 plans, from adding a corporate three
course dinner to the already existing drinks reception and
changing the venue, to organising a variety of activities to
ensure you can network in a relaxed environment.

Apart from covering multiple therapeutic approaches, the
event this year featured the latest technological innovations
in two key areas. Firstly, biomarker technologies such as
mass spectrometry, immunohistochemistry and CyTOF.
Secondly, we covered topics focused on Genomics for
Cancer Immunotherapy that provided updates in single
cell analysis tools and NGS approaches.
The Breakfast Roundtables were again very popular
providing a chance to knowledge share with peers on focused
topics with the aim to create some interesting debates and
thoughts on challenges & solutions within the industry.

An exclusive update for 2020 will be the addition of
a co-located programme focused on the relationship
between cancer immunotherapies, autoimmunity and
inflammation: the Autoimmunity & Immunology Congress.
Register your interest to be kept up to date on this
co-located programme.
Read on for more feedback and reports from the 2019
event and a snapshot of our 2020 plans.
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- Peter Franko, Portfolio Director

It’s very exciting to see the continued growth of this forum,
with new sponsors and attendees joining us each year –
the 2019 event was no different, with a 17% growth overall.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 2019
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SUCCESSFUL PRE-PLANNED

SPONSOR TESTIMONIALS

“Everything was well
organized, the venue
was great and there was
high-level talks in the
sessions.”
- Research Director,
Pharmatest Services

“I enjoyed the
networking time
during the breaks, and
there was a good ratio
of vendors to scientists, as
well as relevant scientifc
content.”
- Senior Manager,
Charles River

DELEGATE TESTIMONIALS

“There was
a good mix of
science and company/
new technology being
presented alongside
company updates.”

“The
opportunity
to network with
delegates and scientific
programme were both
very good.”

- Vice President Process
Development, Achelles
Therapeutics

- Director, Business
Development,
Myriad RBM

“There were good
opportunities during the
day for networking, and I liked
the new venue. Catering during
the day was good, as was the
combined exhibition & catering
space, which allowed delegates to
stay in one area.”

“The event was well
organised with a great
program and really good
speakers. There were great
opportunities to network, and I
liked the food, service, location
and hotel.”

- Deputy Product Manager
Research Services,
Charles River

- Head Translational Research
& Early Development,
iOnctura

- Founder & Chief Executive
Officer, ImmuneBiotech

- Global Head of Scientific
Communication, CrownBio

“The event was
well organised and
very good for networking
opportunities. The content
of the presentations was also
very good.”

“The event had
good networking,
and well set up meeting
rooms and networking
space. There was a good mix
of presentations, some of which
were excellent.”

“I was impressed
by the breath and
width of presentations
that thoroughly informed
us about the current state of
the art thinking in the field
of immunotherapies in
oncology.”
- Scientific Leader, GSK

“The talks were super
interesting: cutting edge
topics and highly relevant
clinical data. Great overview
of new technologies. I found out
the round tables very useful and
interesting. I really appreciated the
event which was a comprehensive
update on the field of ImmunoOncology.”
- Scientist, Immunocore

YOU SPOKE,
WE LISTENED:
Attendees & Networking
You told us that you welcomed the opportunity to make
valuable connections at the event.
For 2020, you will see an increase in the total number of
attendees, represented companies and conference streams
to provide you with more opportunities to network. We
have already confirmed the outline of the programme, with
registration starting in September, in order to grow participant
numbers by 50%.
You told us that you liked the compactness of this year’s
venue but that better accommodation options would be
welcome.
For next year’s event we have booked a new venue, Novotel
London West, which offers more options in terms of hotel
accommodation, amenities and food.

Location & Venue
You liked networking during our drinks reception but
wanted it to run for longer.
In 2020 we are going to expand on the evening networking
by adding a corporate dinner function.

Programme Content
You like that the event provides a comprehensive look at the
Immuno-Oncology marketplace from early discovery through
to the clinic.
For 2020, the event will maintain its phase-based structure, but
will cover an even broader range of therapeutic strategies within
the sessions, including: checkpoint inhibitors, cell therapies,
bispecific antibodies, oncolytic viruses and cancer vaccines.
Many of our attendees highlighted the important relationship
between cancer immunotherapies, autoimmunity and
inflammation.
We are pleased to introduce alongside the popular Immuno-Oncology
programme the inaugural co-located Autoimmunity & Immunology
Congress, featuring an additional 20+ talks from leading experts.

Other features & improvements planned for 2020 include:
• Improved app – from a clearer agenda to a full scale venue map
• Larger, dedicated poster area
• New event website (launching later in 2019)

NOVOTEL LONDON WEST

NEXT YEAR’S EVENT

IMMUNO

SERIES UK 2020

MAY 2020

Register your interest

For exhibition or sponsorship
enquiries e-mail:
sponsorship@oxfordglobal.co.uk

For speaker opportunities
e-mail Cerlin Roberts:
c.roberts@oxfordglobal.co.uk

For delegate attendance enquiries e-mail:
marketing@oxfordglobal.co.uk
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5TH ANNUAL ADVANCES IN IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY CONGRESS

INAUGURAL AUTOIMMUNITY & IMMUNOLOGY CONGRESS

Building on your positive feedback about the 2019 agenda, we are pleased to share
with you an early glimpse of next year’s congress.

We are delighted to introduce the inaugural Autoimmunity and Immunology Congress,
which will be co-located with the established Advances in Immuno-Oncology Congress
for 2020.

Across six streams, the event provides insights into the key innovative strategies impacting
Immuno-Oncology, from the development of new therapeutic approaches outside of checkpoint
inhibition and the progression of rational combination therapies through the clinic, to case
studies in biomarker technologies and genomic tools for cancer immunotherapy.
Key topics to be covered include:

•

Discovery of Immuno-Oncology Therapies:
Part I: Inhibitory Pathway & Cell-Based Approaches
Part II: Antibody and Virus-Based Approaches

•

Translational Immuno-Oncology

•

Preclinical Development: Screening, Assays and Modelling in Immuno-Oncology

•

Personalised Therapies for Immuno-Oncology

•

Clinical Research & Trials in Immuno-Oncology

2ND ANNUAL

ADVANCES IN
IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY
USA CONGRESS

If you are looking for a US-based Immuno-Oncology event, look no further than our
2nd Annual Advances in Immuno-Oncology USA Congress, taking place 8 - 9
October 2019 in San Diego, USA More details can be found at:

www.oxfordglobal.co.uk/immunooncologyusa-congress/

The congress is designed to ensure that the Immunotherapy Series provides you with an even
more comprehensive look at the crucial and varied ways the immune system can be harnessed
for the development of innovative cures across multiple therapeutic areas. Understanding of
the immune system has grown rapidly across the last 30 years, with research highlighting in
particular the fundamental role of T cells to regulate immune response. This has helped drive
a paradigm shift in the field of autoimmunity, from solely thinking about blocking dangerous
cells to stop them working, to boosting the protective cells in the regulatory arm of the immune
system. Excitement now centres around translating this knowledge into patient benefit through
the development of innovative, lasting cures for a range of autoimmune disorders.
Through 2 focussed streams and 20+ presentations, the Autoimmunity and Immunology
Congress will provide insights into the latest strategies and data across the following themes:

•

Therapeutic Discovery for Autoimmune Disease & Chronic Inflammation Disorders

•

From Translation to Clinical Studies for Autoimmune & Immunology Therapies

•

Sequencing and Single Cell Enabling Technologies

You don’t need to wait until future events to get involved!
Our Twitter and LinkedIn Group are an excellent way of keeping up to
date on the industry and with your peers, and our Content HUB gives
you access to insights from industry experts our congress speakers.

Further your understanding through this insight piece from one of our Gold Sponsors
another layer of validation that helps confirm an
antibody’s specificity to its target.

Advanced antibody discovery and characterization
for immuno-oncology diagnostics and therapeutics
Abcam’s in-house scientists discuss the tools and technologies being used in the
exciting field of immuno-oncology, as well as the support and expertise it provides to
the pharmaceutical and biotech industry – from the lab through to the clinic.
Introduction
Immuno-oncology has revolutionized cancer
treatment by harnessing the body’s own immune
system to treat diseases with immunotherapies
such as immune checkpoint inhibitors, CAR-T cells,
vaccines and monoclonal antibodies. Determining
which immunotherapy should be used for a patient
with a specific cancer is crucial, as the response to a
particular treatment protocol can vary considerably.
Diagnostic tools that measure specific biomarkers
can be used to predict how a patient will respond
to an immunotherapy and can help stratify them
into different treatment groups to inform clinical
treatment pathway decisions. In recent years,
antibody development tools have evolved to address
the demands of immuno-oncology diagnostics and
therapeutics and in turn, these tools have opened
new areas of research and commercial opportunities.
Abcam has developed the expertise, skills and
capacity to rapidly develop custom antibodies for
important immuno-oncology targets such as BCMA,
CTLA4, PD-1 and PD-L1. In this article, two of its inhouse experts, Dr Joyce Young, VP Custom Services
and Dr Jacinto Villanueva, Director of Platform
Development, Custom Solutions, comment on the
different technologies being routinely deployed
to accelerate custom antibody discovery and
development for research and diagnostic use, and
to support therapeutic applications.
Accelerating antibody development and target
binding: recombinant rabbit monoclonal technology
Most monoclonal antibodies are typically produced
in mice, yet their antibody-producing cells are

unable to generate every kind of antibody required.
To overcome the limitations of mouse cells, Abcam
exploits the unique properties of the rabbit immune
system to derive recombinant rabbit monoclonal
antibodies using NGS, hybridoma or direct B cell
cloning processes.
Rabbits have a unique immune system compared
with other species, such as mouse, rat, and chicken.
They have a large B cell repertoire that can generate
a very diverse range of antibodies. The rabbit
immune system also optimizes affinity by using two
mechanisms of affinity maturation: gene conversion
and somatic hypermutation. This means that they
produce high-affinity antibodies, even against
antigens that are not immunogenic in mice, having
a significantly higher affinity for a target antigen on
average than most mouse monoclonal antibodies.
Rabbit antibodies are also better at distinguishing
subtle differences, such as epitope variations, posttranslational modifications, and conformational
changes due to the larger and more diverse B
cell repertoire. The result of these features is rabbit
antibodies that are specific and very sensitive to the
target molecules of interest. Use of recombinant
monoclonals further helps ensure reproducibility and
reduces batch-to-batch variability.
Furthermore, every RabMAb® antibody is tested in
key applications unique to a given project, to meet
the agreed acceptance criteria and to ensure that
the resulting product is fit for purpose. Knockout
(KO) cell-line validation can also be carried out;
the specificity of KO-validated antibodies being
confirmed by western blot and other applications in
some cases, using wild-type and KO cell lines, adding

Proprietary recombinant RabMAb® rabbit monoclonal
technology was recently used to develop a panel
of antibodies to a promising immunotherapy and
diagnostic target known as B cell maturation antigen
(BCMA). BCMA upregulation has been identified in
B cell malignancies such as multiple myeloma and
there is a range of therapeutic candidates currently
in the pipelines of a number of pharmaceutical
and biotech companies. Antibodies that bind both
mouse and human versions of BCMA are needed
to support fundamental research into the biology
of BCMA in parallel to efforts being carried out to
advance potential therapeutics.
As the rabbit immune system offers options for
both human and mouse reactivity, RabMAb ®
technology was used to produce a series of highaffinity (ie sub-nM) anti-BCMA antibodies. These
antibodies cross-react with both species, and are
also suitable for multiple applications including
immunocytochemistry (ICC), flow cytometry, western
blotting and immunoprecipitation. Moreover,
antibodies displaying antagonism for BCMA ligand
binding were also characterized.

“It only takes weeks to go from
immunization to having an accurate hit”
In addition to being able to generate specific
immuno-oncology antibody formats for particular
application requirements, Abcam’s expertise in rabbit
monoclonal technologies also offers a significant
speed advantage, as highlighted by Dr Villanueva:
“Abcam’s proprietary rabbit monoclonal technology
has now advanced to the point that it only takes
weeks to go from immunization to having an
accurate hit. We have both direct B cell cloning and
hybridoma-dependent processes at our disposal to
discover best-in-class recombinant rabbit monoclonal
antibodies. This is a big improvement, as previously
it could have taken up to a year to develop an
antibody that is a specific and selective binder.”
Antibody discovery: next-generation sequencing
(NGS)
Another approach to antibody discovery is NGS.
The NGS method enables the discovery of many
more unique clones compared to other methods.
Abcam’s proprietary bioinformatic analytics allow
detailed interrogation of the antibody repertoire,
which enables the rational selection of the desired
pool of antibodies. This approach gives researchers
access to a comprehensive database of antigenspecific binders, helping to identify the best antibody
for the task at hand.

As Dr Young explains, “Much of our NGS capabilities
development has been focused on delivering
the required bioinformatics and applying that to
the successful interrogation of the rabbit immune
response. The additional diversity of the rabbit
immune system makes NGS a rather complex beast
to tackle. However, it’s now a robust platform that has
greatly enriched Abcam’s Custom Products offering.”

“When we find an initial clone that is only
adequate, we can make it exceptional
with NGS”
NGS uses a large pool of potential candidates that
means there is a greater chance of discovering
an antibody that best binds its target. The process
includes taking an in-depth look into the whole
immune response, scanning for the “relatives” of
promising clones in order to optimize binding. A
bioinformatics approach is then used to select a set
of binders most beneficial to the desired application,
including potential diagnostic or therapeutic use. Dr
Villanueva, sees NGS as an “exciting” technology,
“because when we find an initial clone that is only
adequate, we can make it exceptional with NGS.”
As Dr Young describes: “we can harness and interpret
our data to produce a map showing how different
B cells are related to each other, which allows us
to be more successful in identifying the best binder,
with our offering retaining native pairing of the
heavy and light chains.” As an NGS screen results
in thousands of unique antibody sequences, these
can also be used to support an intellectual property
filing to protect antibody discovery for a given target.
Use of Abcam’s NGS platform can therefore result in
efficient, targeted results and effective IP protection.
Abcam has also leveraged recombinant rabbit
monoclonal antibody discovery through direct
rabbit B cell cloning to deliver a series of “CAL”
recombinant rabbit monoclonal antibodies. These
are optimized for exceptional performance in FFPE
IHC, and many are recognized in the field of IHC
pathology and diagnostics. Most of these clones
have enhanced validation having been tested
in multiple tissue microarrays of normal and tumor
human tissue as well as mouse/rat cross-reactivity
in IHC, and been tested in flow cytometry, ICC and
western blotting. Being recombinant provides lot-tolot consistency, specificity and sensitivity, and easy
scalability. Examples include PD-L1 clone CAL10
(ab237726), CTLA4 clone CAL49 (ab237712) and PD-1
clone CAL20 (ab237728).

Read the full article on www.abcam.com

COMPLIMENTARY RESOURCES

THANK YOU TO OUR SPEAKERS AND SPONSORS

GOLD

Knowledge sharing doesn’t just stop at the end of the event. Enjoy this highlighted selection from
our complimentary resources, created by our expert speakers and contributors, with more available
on our fast-growing Content HUB.
Robert Power, Global Product Manager at
Personalis presented a webinar for us on: Enabling
the expansive interrogation of a tumor and its
microenvironment from a single sample for all
precision oncology biomarker discovery applications

SILVER

Download the full webinar

BRONZE

Ahead of her presentation on the subject at the
congress, Dr. Katharina Billian-Frey shared this
piece with us on Apogenix’ TNFSF Receptor Agonists:
‘Hera-Ligands Are Novel Potent Co-Stimulatory TNF
Receptor Agonists For Immuno-Oncology Therapies’.

Read the article on our Content HUB

NETWORK AND PROGRAMME SPONSORS

Watch our video insights recorded at the event,
provided by expert speakers in the field such as:
•

Ali Mohamed,
Vice President CMC, Immatics US at Immatics

•

Peggy Sotiropoulou,
Director Research & Development at Celyad

•

Saso Cemerski,
Senior Director, Translational Immunology at
Cue Biopharma

Watch the interviews

Thank you once more to all who made
the 4th Annual Advances in ImmunoOncology Congress a success: to all
attendees, speakers who presented at
the event, and our sponsors above.
We hope to see you again next year!

THANK YOU
FOR COMING

