
What is your current role? What drew you to Allergan? 

I am an Associate Director of Early Pharmaceutical 
Development (PharmDev) at Allergan plc. Allergan runs 
an Open Science R&D model, which is something very 
progressive and attracted me to the organization.

What are you currently working on? 

In Early PhrmDev I get to work across all the major 
therapeutic areas at Allergan; Eye Care, CNS, GI, and 
Medical Aesthetics. We provide drug-product development 
support for a variety of molecular modalities and routes 
of administration, for initial safety and proof-of-concept 
testing.

What are the biggest challenges when working with 
delivery to the eye? 

Eye care has a special place in my heart; ocular drug 
delivery and physiology are areas of long term research 
interest and expertise for me. There are several challenges 
unique to this field and I’ll mention two of current interest 
which I’ll discuss with the audience: first is a shift towards 
predictive modelling and simulation tools to understand 
and design ophthalmic drug delivery systems, and second 

TOPICAL DELIVERY OF 
OPHTHALMIC DRUGS

is a long standing grand challenge of efficient topical 
delivery of drugs to the retina.

What do you see as the future for this exciting area of 
research and development? 

There will be a paradigm shift in several areas from 
research to development, as well as regulatory guidance. 
In R&D, we may see patient centric innovations in wet 
AMD management, breakthroughs for dry AMD, and a 
curative solution for glaucoma. The FDA has been doing 
a lot of innovative research in ophthalmic drug product 
bioequivalence studies, with promising early analyses of 
published results. I hope to see continued engagement 
with the agency in this area. 

What wold you like to achieve at the Formulation & 
Drug Delivery congress? 

This is a great networking opportunity to engage in 
precompetitive and collaborative scientific discussions; as 
well as look for business opportunities especially in novel 
combinations of small or large molecule drugs with the 
right drug delivery technology.
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